
Sarah Ruth Graves
2200 Corley Drive Apt. 5B, Las Cruces NM, 88001
[bookmark: _GoBack]575.520.0278       -       sarahrgraves@gmail.com       -       www.sarah-graves.com

Objective
To obtain a position within the video gaming industry that allows me to grow my knowledge, experience and understanding of educational game development and production

Education
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA at KEARNEY, Kearney NE, May 2009 
Degree: Master of Arts in History								Overall GPA: 3.93

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY, Baton Rouge LA, May 2007
College of Arts and Sciences, LSU Honors College
Degree: Bachelor of Arts in History, Minor in Sociology					Overall GPA: 3.46

Experience
LEAD CREATIVE WRITER: Geek Squad Academy						(February 2011 – Present)
· Research and develop learning concepts for upcoming children’s educational game
· Conceptualize content including overall plot and level storylines, with a primary focus of promoting STEM education
· Reorganize pre-production ideas into  multiple formats for various departments
· Develop unique characters that both effectively teach educational goals and encourage retention
· As a voice actor, create and implement dynamic and unique voices for in-game characters
· Lead three content writers, critiquing work, teaching new concepts, and general organization for the department
· Create educational summer camp content that includes both interactions with instructors and video game segments
· Maintain regular communication with both supervisors and peers while working remotely
· Established standard department templates to streamline and organize hundreds of Content-related documents
APPLIANCE SPECIALIST: Best Buy							(May 2009 – February 2011)
· Nurture relationships, on the foundation of TRUST and effective communication, with clients and coworkers on a daily basis
· Execute critical thinking skills to determine and implement solutions that benefit both Best Buy and the client
· Created and oversaw the first store "Holiday Cheer for Blue Shirts" program, receiving national attention in Employee News
· Develop and implement the weekly updates for the Monthly Appliance Department Plan using Matrix
· Entrusted to create weekly Appliance departmental schedule when supervisor needs assistance
PROGRAM COORDINATOR: New Mexico State University, Computer Science Dept.		(March 2010 - August 2010)
· Managed the successful and growing NSF-funded "Young Women in Computing Program" in the New Mexico State University Computer Science Department to promote the understanding of Computer Science in diverse young women
· Supervised six undergraduate employees in the creation of Computer Science promotional programming
· Collaborated with other university NSF-funded programs to coordinate and execute a month-long Computer Science program for approximately 30 high school students
· Successfully organized, implemented and improved upon a week-long Computer Science summer program for approximately 20-25 middle school students
· Promoted regional recognition of YWiC by obtaining the program's first live news coverage to promote summer programs
GRADUATE ASSISTANT: University of Nebraska at Kearney, History Department 		(August 2007 – December 2008)
· Conducted office hours to assist students with class material, adjustment to college life, and study skills
· Mediated small study groups, one-on-one tutoring, and study sessions to better accommodate different learning styles
· Developed and effectively communicated the grading procedures and expectations of exams and assignments
· To improve information retention and assist learning, all assignments were passed back within one week
· Created the Coryell College Cup Challenge, a program that encourages and rewards students within the classroom to utilize student services and become more active on-campus, all without the incentive of a better grade
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Activities and Honors
· Attended many of the educational gaming sessions at Game Developers Conference 2012 including
· Little Hands, Foul Moods & Runny Noses: Developmental Research Meets Emerging Technology in Game Design
· Designing a Game Your Teenage Daughter Will Actually Play
· Guidelines for Successful Mobile Interactive Apps for Children
· Like, OMG: Reaching Tweens and Teens
· Awarded Tuition Reimbursement by Best Buy & currently attending  New Mexico State University for Multimedia Publishing
· Volunteer for the 2010 and 2011 Red Ribbon Bash, organized to support the Southern New Mexico Aid and Comfort Fund 
· Participated in the 2010 and 2011 Relay for Life, to benefit the American Cancer Society
· Awarded University of Nebraska at Kearney Graduate Assistantship and tuition waiver in 2007 and 2008
· 2008 Nebraska High Schools “History Day” judge
· Awarded a University of Nebraska Kearney Research Services Council travel grant 
· Participant in the National Student Exchange at Louisiana State University





